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daced him to accept them. He returned his thanks in the name
of the child. The invitation he entirely rejected. He desired the
servant to exert himself a little for the stranger company, and
made inquiry for the Baron. The latter, he was told, had gone
to hed; hut had already, as the lacquey understood, given orders
to some other person to take charge of these unfortunate and ill-
lodged gentlemen.

The servant went away, leaving one of his lights, which Wil-
helm, in the absence of a candlestick, contrived to fix upon the
window casement; and now at least, in his meditations, he could
see the four walls of his chamber. Nor was it long till prepara-
tions were commenced for conducting our travellers to rest. Can-
dles arrived by degrees, though without snuffers; then a few chairs;
an hour afterwards came bed-clothes; then pillows, all well steeped
in rain. It was far past midnight when straw-beds and mattresses
were produced, which, if sent at first, would have been extremely
welcome.

In the interim also, somewhat to eat and drink had been
brought in: it was enjoyed without much criticism, though it
looked like a most disorderly collection of remains, and offered no
very singular proof of the esteem in which our guests were held.

CHAPTER IV.

THE disorders and mischievous tricks of some frolicksome
companions still farther augmented the disquietudes and distresses
of the night: these gay people woke each other, each played a
thousand giddy pranks to plague his fellow. The next morning
dawned amid loud complaints against their friend the Baron, for
having so deceived them, for having given so very false a notion
of the order and comfort that awaited their arrival. However, to
their great surprise and consolation, at an early hour, the Count
himself, attended by a few servants, made his entrance, and in-
quired about their circumstances. He appeared much vexed on
discovering how badly they had fared: and the Baron, who came
limping along, supported on the arm of a servant, bitterly accused
the Steward for neglecting his commands on this occasion; show-
ing great anxiety to have that person punished for his disobedience.

The Count gave immediate orders that everything should be
arranged, in his presence, to the utmost possible convenience of